Pakistan: Take immediate action to ensure security of Muhammad Ismail, father
of Gulalai Ismail
(Kathmandu/ Bangkok, 25 October 2019) – The Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development
(FORUM-ASA) expresses concern over the alleged abduction of Muhammad Ismail, the father of Pashtun
women human rights defender Gulalai Ismail. Muhammad Ismail was last seen being picked up by men
wearing black militia dress outside Pashawar High Court yesterday.1
Gulalai’s family has been facing harassment, intimidation and threats since Gulalai was accused of
defamation and sedition, among other charges, in May 2019. There also are reports of serial raids
carried out in her residence.2 Security forces are alleged behind these acts of threats and intimidation.
Gulalai is the founder of Seeds of Peace Network and the co-founder of Aware Girls. Her activism on
women’s rights and the rights of the Pashtun ethnic minority in Pakistan has made her a target of attack
by both state and non-state actors. Last month she escaped Pakistan and sought asylum in the United
States.
In Pakistan, there is a continuous trend of crackdown on ethnic Pashtun and Baloch rights movements in
the provinces of Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where the military enjoys discretionary
executive and judicial power. The excessive use of power and lack of accountability have led to illegal
detentions and extrajudicial killings of the ethnic minority in these provinces. Human rights defenders
vocal on these issues often face threats, and risk their lives and liberty. Targeting the family members of
human rights defenders has been used as a tactic to silence dissenting voices and threaten freedom of
expression in the country.
As there is a pattern of abduction often leading to enforced disappearances in Pakistan, FORUM-ASIA
urges the Government of Pakistan to take immediate measures to investigate the whereabouts of
Muhammad Ismail and ensure his security. FORUM-ASIA also urges authorities to take necessary
measures to hold those responsible to account.
About FORUM-ASIA:
FORUM-ASIA is a regional human rights group with 81 member organisations in 21 countries across Asia.
FORUM-ASIA has offices in Bangkok, Jakarta, Geneva and Kathmandu. FORUM-ASIA addresses key areas
of human rights violations in the region, including freedoms of expression, assembly and association,
human rights defenders, and democratisation.
For further information, please contact: South Asia Programme, FORUM-ASIA, sasia@forum-asia.org

1https://www.facebook.com/gulalai.ismail/videos/10157738622627171/UzpfSTUyMTU5MTQ1MzoxMDE1NzkyMzcwMDk3NjQ
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