Myanmar: Three years on, still no justice for the Rohingya
On the third anniversary of the Rohingya genocide, FORUM-ASIA’s East Asia and ASEAN
Manager Rachel Arinii-Judhistari said:
Three years after the Myanmar military drove out close to a million Rohingya in its genocidal
‘clearance operation’, the genocide against them continues. The Myanmar government has
failed to protect the Rohingya, despite a ruling from the International Court of Justice. The
government has not only demonstrated unwillingness to hold the military accountable for
the atrocities against the Rohingya and other ethnic minorities, it has actively sought to
shield military personnel from accountability.
Today, almost a million Rohingya remain in dire conditions in refugee camps in Bangladesh
with no hope of safe, sustainable and dignified return. Ongoing conflicts in recent months
have continued to displace the Rohingya and threaten their safety.
The root causes of the violations against the Rohingya, including the denial of citizenship,
remain unaddressed and perpetuate a culture of violence and impunity. Their exclusion in
the coming elections demonstrates the continued campaign to deprive them of a voice in
the country.
The international community has an obligation to pursue criminal accountability for the
Rohingya. FORUM-ASIA calls on the UN Security Council to refer Myanmar to the
International Criminal Court or to establish an ad-hoc tribunal. Three years on, with no
willingness from the Myanmar government to hold the military accountable, it is imperative
that the international community act immediately.
About FORUM-ASIA:
The Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA) is a regional
network of 81 member organisations across 21 Asian countries, with consultative status with
the United Nations Economic and Social Council, and consultative relationship with the
ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights. Founded in 1991, FORUM-ASIA
works to strengthen movements for human rights and sustainable development through
research, advocacy, capacity-development and solidarity actions in Asia and beyond. Its
regional secretariat is in Bangkok, and it has sub-regional offices in Geneva, Jakarta, and
Kathmandu. www.forum-asia.org
For further information, please contact Melissa Ananthraj, FORUM-ASIA Communication
and Media Programme Manager at communication@forum-asia.org

