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Hong Kong: Asian civil society in solidarity with Hong Kong’s pro-democracy 
movement 

(Bangkok, 26 January 2021) ‒ We, 23 organisations in Asia stand in solidarity with the human rights 
defenders and the pro-democracy activists in Hong Kong as they continue to face escalating repression 
from China and the Hong Kong authorities.  

Over the past few years, we have witnessed the sustained and escalating attacks against democracy and 
the democratic movement, with a clear intention to stifle dissent in Hong Kong. This month alone, at least 
64 pro-democracy advocates were arrested, including 53 for participating in an unofficial vote to choose 
representatives for the coming legislative elections in September,1 and 11 for allegedly assisting pro-
democracy advocates to escape to Taiwan.  

These acts violate international human rights standards and reinforce a culture of fear and impunity in 
Hong Kong.  

The National Security Law passed last June has been used as a mere pretext to crack down on Hong Kong’s 
democracy movement. We call for its absolute repeal and for the immediate and unconditional release of 
all detained under this law.  

Last year, Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam postponed the 2020 Legislative Elections to September 
2021, citing the spread of COVID-19. Since then, Lam’s government has ordered the widespread arrests 
of opposition lawmakers prior to the re-establishment of the electoral process. Reported plans from China 
to alter the electoral systems and curtail the democrats’ influence, raises further fears of repression.2  

Free and fair elections are crucial to any functioning democracy, and the right to participate in the process 
regardless of political affiliation, is fundamental. 

We condemn directives by the authorities to freeze the bank accounts of pro-democracy leaders.3 We 
also remind businesses of their responsibility, under the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights, to respect human rights and not be complicit in State acts that compromise these 
principles.  

China’s authoritarian influence, should it continue to remain unquestioned and undeterred by the wider 
international community, will only encourage governments in Asia to impose increasingly authoritarian 
measures under the pretext of national security.  

 
1 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-55555299 
2 https://www.reuters.com/article/hongkong-security-democracy/exclusive-china-plans-further-hong-kong-
crackdown-after-mass-arrest-sources-idUSL4N2JJ1N3 
3 https://www.ft.com/content/38e3bf36-94f6-4f6f-a5a9-eadac529738c 
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As civil society, we have seen how the national security narrative has been used to tag the legitimate work 
of human rights defenders as security threats, endangering their safety and instilling an environment of 
abuse. 

We abide by a rights-based narrative of national security, which protects all of us from threats including 
those coming from States. 

We call on the Governments of China and Hong Kong to cease their unrelenting attacks against the pro-
democracy movement, and to protect, respect, and fulfill the fundamental rights of their peoples.  

We call on the international community, inter-governmental agencies, and the United Nations to 
collectively push back against China’s authoritarianism in Hong Kong and in the region. They should uphold 
the human rights standards that they have committed to and assert the values of democracy and human 
rights above all other interests. 

Hong Kong’s pro-democracy movement continues to inspire the struggles of other local and national 
movements in Asia. At this crucial moment, we continue to support their fight to hold their government 
accountable for human rights violations, and we call on the international community to join us and provide 
solidarity to human rights defenders and pro-democracy leaders inside and outside Hong Kong. 

 

The statement is signed by: 

1 Asia Democracy Network (ADN) 
2 Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA) 
3 Asian Resource Foundation (ARF) 
4 Association of Women for Awareness and Motivation (AWAM) 
5 Banglar Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha (MASUM)  
6 Bir Duino 
7 Bytes for All (B4A) 
8 Centre for Communication and Development Studies (CCDS) 
9 Centre for the Sustainable Use of Natural and Social Resources (CSNR) 

10 Covenants Watch 
11 Dalit Foundation 
12 Dignity 
13 International Legal Initiative Public Foundation (ILI Foundation) 
14 Karapatan Alliance Philippines (KARAPATAN) 
15 Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and the Rule of Law (KIBHR) 
16 Korean House for International Solidarity (KHIS) 
17 Maldivian Democracy Network (MDN) 
18 Odhikar 
19 People’s Empowerment Foundation (PEF) 
20 People's Solidarity for Participatory Democracy (PSPD) 
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21 Taiwan Association for Human Rights (TAHR) 
22 Task Force Detainees of the Philippines (TFDP) 
23 Think Centre 

 

About FORUM-ASIA: 
The Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA) is a Bangkok-based regional 
network of 81 member organisations across 21 Asian countries, with consultative status with the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council, and consultative relationship with the ASEAN Intergovernmental 
Commission on Human Rights. Founded in 1991, FORUM-ASIA works to strengthen movements for human 
rights and sustainable development through research, advocacy, capacity-development and solidarity 
actions in Asia and beyond. It has sub-regional offices in Geneva, Jakarta, and Kathmandu. www.forum-
asia.org 
 
About Asia Democracy Network (ADN): 
ADN works to promote and advance democratization and democratic governance at all levels of society 
through effective solidarity and cooperation among civil society organizations and democracy advocates 
in Asia. ADN is committed to building a just, equitable and sustainable community of democratic societies 
in Asia, where all human rights of all individuals, groups and peoples are fully respected and realized. 
 

For further information, please contact: 

- East Asia and ASEAN Programme, FORUM-ASIA, ea-asean@forum-asia.org 

For media inquiries, please contact:  

- Melissa Ananthraj, Communication and Media Programme, FORUM-ASIA, 
communication@forum-asia.org 
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