
 

March 10, 2021 

The Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA) and 40 other civil society 
organizations from around the globe, in a letter to the UNSC and UNAMA, highlight the wave of 
journalists’ killings in Afghanistan and urge them to stand in solidarity with the Afghan journalists to 
help ensure their safety and media freedom given the role they play in a peaceful and democratic 
transition during and after the ongoing peace negotiations 

--- 

Dear permanent and elected members of the UN Security Council and Deborah Lyons, Head of the 
United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 

Your Excellencies, 

The Afghanistan Journalists Center (AFJC) and undersigned civil society organizations, dedicated to the 
defense and promotion of free expression and the safety of journalists, are deeply concerned by the 
torrent of targeted killings of journalists in Afghanistan since early 2020. These attacks have had a 
devastating impact on Afghanistan’s vulnerable civic space, press freedom, and related democratic 
rights, and we write to urge you to take immediate action. 

AFJC’s press freedom tracker has documented 11 journalists and media workers who have been killed 
in Afghanistan since the peace deal was signed between the United States and Taliban in February 
2020. Most of these journalists were deliberately targeted for their work, which underscores the lack 
of effective human rights protections in the country. Among the eleven journalists are TV 
presenter Malala Maiwand, who was killed on Human Rights Day on December 10, 2020 with her 
driver, freelance photojournalist Rahmatullah Nikzad, who was killed in Ghazni province on December 
21, 2020, and Besmillah Adel Aimaq, a radio journalist who was killed in Central Ghor province on 
January 1, 2021. 

Media freedom and freedom of expression are human rights recognized under international legal 
conventions that Afghanistan is a party to, as well as domestic law. Article 19 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights protects the freedom to seek, receive and impart information 
and ideas, while enforcement of Afghan Media Laws ensuring the security of journalists and media 
outlets is a fundamental responsibility of the Afghan government. Although some efforts have been 
made by the government to protect and uphold these rights, they have not been sufficient to prevent 
violations, and prosecute the perpetrators of violence against journalists. The Afghan government has 
made repeated pledges to ensure the security of Afghan civilians, yet there remains a culture of 
impunity for those responsible for carrying out targeted killings of journalists. 

In response to this failure, AFJC and 200 journalists published a letter in July 2020 to Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani and called on the government to end this worrying trend. Likewise, in December 2020, 
an EU delegation representing 8 EU member states plus Australia, Canada, the NATO Mission to 
Afghanistan, Norway, the United Kingdom and the U.S. Mission based in Kabul condemned the 
targeted and unlawful attacks on representatives of the media and called on the state to investigate 
and prosecute those who target these individuals with violence and immediately end impunity for 
killings. 

We believe that strong and concerted political action from the United Nations Security Council and 
increased support from the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan are now essential, given their 

https://afjc.af/
http://afjc.af/db/en/report/2020
https://en.unesco.org/news/director-general-denounces-killing-journalist-malala-maiwand-afghanistan
https://cpj.org/2020/12/photojournalist-rahmatullah-nikzad-shot-and-killed-in-afghanistan/
https://cpj.org/2021/01/journalist-bismillah-adel-aimaq-shot-and-killed-in-afghanistan/
https://afjc.af/english/events/press-release/200-journalists-call-on-president-ghani-to-end-the-culture-of-impunity-for-crimes-against-journalists-in-afghanistan
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/afghanistan/89977/statement-targeted-attacks-media-representatives-civil-society-and-civilians_en


 

interest in a peaceful transition and the role that a free press plays in this endeavour. Targeting 
journalists creates a societal ripple effect of fear and censorship and deprives the public of crucial 
information about the peace process. Therefore, we request that the UN Security Council stand 
against the ongoing impunity for attacks against journalists in Afghanistan. 

We, the undersigned organizations, call on the United Nations Security Council and UNAMA to support 
the media community by calling on all parties to stop violence against journalists in accordance with 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 2222 (2015) and other established UN standards for the 
protection of journalists in conflicts and warzones. Among these are the 2012 UN Plan of Action on 
the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity, which also calls for the need to “strengthen 
provisions for the safety of journalists in conflict zones” (paragraph 5.24). 

With these calls to action in mind, and in light of the distinctive threats faced by journalists outlined 
above, the Council should: 

• Use every diplomatic power at their disposal to ensure the protection of press freedom and the 
safety of journalists and media workers as a group of civilians under the imminent threat of physical 
violence in Afghanistan today and in the event that the peace deal results in a new political 
settlement; 

• Intensify efforts to protect journalists in Afghanistan, in particular working together with the 
government to take serious actions to end impunity and pressure the perpetrators to cease 
targeting journalists; 

• Scrutinize and reconsider international financial support to the Afghan government, to ensure 
meaningful commitments to protect media freedom and the rule of law. 

• Encourage the international community to offer and strengthen practical and accessible support 
to threatened journalists and media workers, such as safe passage, refuge, and medical assistance 
where necessary 

Signed, 

The Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA) - International 

Afghanistan Journalists Center(AFJC) 

ARTICLE 19 – International 

Americans for Democracy & Human Rights in Bahrain(ADHRB) 

Afghan Independent Journalists Association (AIJA) 

World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC) - International 

Bytes for All (B4A) - Pakistan 

Cambodian Center for Human Rights (CCHR) - Cambodia 

Community Media Solutions – United Kingdom 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Journalists/UN_plan_on_Safety_Journalists_EN.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Journalists/UN_plan_on_Safety_Journalists_EN.pdf
https://www.forum-asia.org/
https://afjc.af/english/home
https://ifex.org/members/article-19/
https://www.adhrb.org/
https://ifex.org/members/world-association-of-community-radio-broadcasters-amarc/
https://ifex.org/members/bytes-for-all-b4a/
https://ifex.org/members/cambodian-center-for-human-rights-cchr/
http://cmso.co.uk/


 

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) - International 

Cartoonists Rights Network International (CRNI) - International 

Federation of Media Employee Association (FMETU) - Sri Lanka  

Foundation for Press Freedom - FLIP - Columbia 

Free Media Movement (FMM)- Srilanka 

Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ)  - Nepal 

Free Press Unlimited (FPU) - International 

Freedom Forum - Nepal 

Freedom House - International 

Fundamedios - Andean Foundation for Media Observation and Study – Latin America 

Global Forum for Media Development (GFMD) -International 

Globe International Center - Mongolia 

Initiative for Freedom of Expression(IFOX) – Turkey 

Independent Journalism Center (IJC)- Moldova 

Indian Journalists Association (IJU) - India 

International Press Centre (IPC) - Nigeria 

International Press Institute (IPI) - International 

Media Development Investment Fund - International 

Media Watch - Bangladesh 

Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) – West Africa 

Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) – Southern Africa 

Media Rights Agenda (MRA) - Nigeria 

National Union of Journalists - India   

Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP) - International 

PEN Canada - Canada 

https://ifex.org/members/committee-to-protect-journalists-cpj/
https://ifex.org/members/cartoonists-rights-network-international-crni/
https://ifex.org/members/foundation-for-press-freedom-flip/
http://www.fmmsrilanka.lk/
https://ifex.org/members/federation-of-nepali-journalists-fnj/
https://ifex.org/members/free-press-unlimited-fpu/
https://ifex.org/members/freedom-forum/
https://ifex.org/members/freedom-house/
https://ifex.org/members/fundamedios-andean-foundation-for-media-observation-and-study/
https://gfmd.org/
https://ifex.org/members/globe-international-center/
http://www.dusun-think.net/en/
http://media-azi.md/en
https://www.indianjournalistsassociation.com/
https://ifex.org/members/international-press-centre-ipc/
https://ifex.org/members/international-press-institute-ipi/
https://www.mdif.org/
https://ifex.org/members/media-watch/
https://ifex.org/members/media-foundation-for-west-africa-mfwa/
https://ifex.org/members/media-institute-of-southern-africa-misa/
https://ifex.org/members/media-rights-agenda-mra/
http://www.nujindia.com/
https://www.occrp.org/en
https://ifex.org/members/pen-canada/


 

PEN International - International 

PEN Norway - Norway 

Pacific Islands News Association (PINA) – Pacific Islands 

Pakistan Press Foundation(PPF) - Pakistan 

Press Emblem Campaign (PEC) - International 

Southeast Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO) – Eastern Europe 

Vigilance for Democracy and the Civic State - Tunisia 

 

For further information, please contact: 

- South Asia Programme, FORUM-ASIA, sasia@forum-asia.org 

For media inquiries, please contact: 

- Melissa Ananthraj, Communication and Media Programme, FORUM-ASIA, 

communication@forum-asia.org  

https://ifex.org/members/pen-international/
https://ifex.org/members/norwegian-pen/
https://ifex.org/members/pacific-islands-news-association-pina/
https://ifex.org/members/pakistan-press-foundation/
https://pressemblem.ch/pec-news
https://ifex.org/members/south-east-europe-media-organisation/
https://ifex.org/members/vigilance-for-democracy-and-the-civic-state/
mailto:sasia@forum-asia.org
mailto:communication@forum-asia.org

